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OLD 
NORTH
113 YEARS 

&
Counting!



The land run 1889



Little house on the 
prairie

1889



1890 (one year later)
the creation

the Oklahoma territorial normal 
school act was created and passed 
December 23, 1890.
signed into law December 24, 1890.
June 1892…..The normal school 
(teachers school) is the first higher 
education building erected in the 
Oklahoma territory.

Ou was September 3, 1893 
osu was June 15, 1894.



birth
Conditions of the 

act required 
that land must 
be donated and 
the city pass a 
bond issue

Gail Whitely 
provided the original 
design concept in 1892

Anton classen
donated 40 acres

Edmond bond 
issue $2,000

Oklahoma County 
bond issue $5,000

Sale of lots near 
campus $3,500



birth
Kansas firm of spicknall, 
townsend and hubbard 
began work summer 1892.
During construction, classes 
were held in unfinished 
portions of the building

(Even then F/S had to deal with it)
classes began January 2, 1893.  
initial construction continued 
thru 1894
During the first year, no 
interior finishes or heat



birth
Initial rectangular hip 
roof building contained 
four rooms and an assembly 
hall on the two floors
August 1893, john L. mitch 
plants 1,000 trees on the 
normal grounds and is 
called “father of the 
normal school”



rebirth
1893 a legislative committee 

approves a $15,000 
appropriation for 
construction of a tower 
and wings

JG Haskell (of back east) is 
selected architect

January 1894 excavation 
begins & ryan construction
hired to complete work



1893
under construction



Birth pains
1898 the center section was 
still original brick with 
arched windows
Late 1899 the center section 
was modified for sandstone 
veneer

The troubles were just 
starting



rebirth
Local Sandstone is selected and 
quarried from land owned by Lb 
potts. (same stone used in 2002)
July 20, 1894 Regents meet and 
officially occupy the north wing 
of the building.
Exterior is complete but interior 
is unfinished and the south wing is 
not completed until 1896 (still 
partial even then)



1893



1898



Birth pains
Classes had been held in the 
building since January 2, 1893
without heat or electricity 
July 1895 contract awarded 
to install heat
1896 the south wing was still 
under construction
January 1898 the north wing 
was fully occupied and the 
south wing three floors 
were completed 



Growth pains
Late 1899 the top floor 
north wing is made into 
classrooms and dormers 
are added for light and air 
flow (hot in Oklahoma and 
Tucson)
1899 gas lighting system 
installed and candles are 
removed after small fire
Work continues on the 
fourth floor south wing 



1900



Growth pains
1902 Fourth floor south 
wing completed and four 
classrooms added
Attic remains above center 
section
1903 electric lights and fire 
water lines added (no 
interior plumbing)
1905 coal heating installed 
and fire places removed



Growth pains
1905 portico’s added to 
north and south entry's to 
control wind (really windy 
in Oklahoma), cold and hot.

Life was Good!



1908 basketball team



1908



OLD NORTH
manual training

1908



1910



agony
1911 plans were made to 
demolish old north due 
to dilapidated, unsafe 
and unsanitary 
conditions (civilization 
had arrived in 
Oklahoma)



Yep, ma and pa
Would no longer
Let junior attend 
A School without
Inside plumbing!

In style

1911
And you thought
Curly in “oklahoma”
Wasn’t real?



ecstacy
1911 the oklahoma
legislature appropriates 
$25,000 for complete 
overhaul to include wider 
halls, new cloakrooms, 
toilets, a water fountain, 
wider windows, a gymnastics 
room in basement (former 
coal dump),  bell enunciator 
and two additional rooms in 
the fourth floor center 

attic.



Nope, won’t grow 
here

1911

Palm fronds
In the cold
Wind didn’t 
Work here



1911



1912



ecstasy
In addition, wood shingle roof 
replaced with modern stamped 
metal, a facelift of the east and 
west façade’s are redone by adding 
additional sandstone veneer to 
match the tower and interior 
structural repairs are 
performed, including concrete 
columns and concrete lintels to 
fix broken stone lintels on the 
east and west to “modernize” the 
building.



1912 old north and
Evans hall under
construction



Normal at normal
1911 the entry vestibules are 
removed
1912 clock and chimes added
1912 fire stair added from 
fourth floor south to serve as 
access to fourth floor 
(interior stair only went to the 
third floor)
Interior changes in the fourth 
floor attic continued.



Lots and lots of sky
1915



1917
Snow in oklahoma



Not normal

1918 attic renovated for 
the military cadet 
training corps barracks

150 young men lived in 
the attic!





In the attic at 
old north

1918Note
Wood
columns



Really not normal
In order to make room in the 
attic, all original bridge 
trusses were cut, bottom 
cords tied to top cords with 
wood, bottom cords held up 
by ceiling structure and 
the new floor supported by 
the ceiling structure and 
hung from the top cords 

(push me pull you don’t know 
what held it up all this time)



Who needs a       
truss anyway?

1893 roof joist

1898 revised 
roof 

Joist
1898 field built
Replacement 
truss

1918 truss cut for
New dormer



Leftovers?



Ivy league

1920



1925 AND ALL IS WELL



UNTIL 1929 AND……



DEPRESSION HITS BUT 
life continues

1936 old north condemned 
again
Dilapidated conditions
Overcrowding
UNSAFE CONDITIONS AND 
FIRE HAZARDS



1945



Postcard perfect?

1950’S



if you can ignore 
reality

1936 to 1950 life continues
Old north continues to 
stand
More and more put in it
Less and less concern 
for how much it will 
hold



Life goes on
1953 old north undergoes 
extensive renovation and 
air conditioning installed
1953 the old fourth floor 
attic, long abandoned 
(remember 1936?) due to 
“rickety conditions unsafe 
for occupancy” is remodeled 
for use by development and 
public Information offices.  



sometimes
No structural work was 
done to accommodate 
this new loading 

Guess the PR folks were 
expendable?

Note said some “stop gap”
measures were taken



And on
1955 the fourth floor was 
remodeled for classrooms.  
New elevator and structure 
for elevator added
no other structural work 
performed
1955 new dormers added
1955 the replacement truss 
(remember 1918?) was cut and 
removed and the dormer 
carried the roof load



discovery
1911 Wood columns added to top of existing  

concrete columns (only extended to below 
attic floor) to help support the roof load

1955-1972 saw many unwise changes and 
modifications, installation of duct work, 
electrical wiring, new partitions, new 
toilets, suspended ceilings, etc.  All of 
which lead to continued structural 
failure by removal of load bearing walls.

November 9, 1972 old north added to national 
historic register as historic site                              



Remember these from the 
1918 barracks photo?



More discovery
1972 t0 1977 more interior renovations, 
removal of narrow wood stair and 
installation of new concrete stair, 
including stair to fourth floor 
south wing.  Modern aluminum 
windows installed and wooden window 
framing on fourth floor east dormer 
is removed (remember the part about 
holding the roof up?)

Aluminum windows AT EAST DORMER are 
only visible means of support for 
roof load (really good aluminum)



SLIGHT BOW IN THE 
ROOF….WONDER WHY?



Stays bad, but hey
1972 to 1992 things got worse 
but no one complained so 
hey….But FINALLY!
1993 general obligation bond

Old north added for 
restoration
Uco funding pulled
Old north continued in use



SO WHAT IF IT SLOPED 8”
OVER 8’?



Styles may change



Or not



Renewed life
1996 revenue bond gives 
old north another 
chance
$1,500,000 available for 
exterior restoration
November 1999 designs 
started



Help wanted

November 1999 miles 
associates hired
historic structures 
report authorized
Structural analysis 
authorized



We’re off!
2000 mid continental restoration 
awarded contract for phase I
2000-2001 major exterior repairs, 
stone consolidation, foundations, 
tuckpointing (100%), structural 
ties to stabilize clock tower 
(banana peel)
Structural stabilization from 1912 
fire stair, total window 
replacement, etc.



Finally…underway



Or so we thought
Exterior repair work was 
“just in time”

Major stone problems

Major roofing problems

Major floor deflections

Major interior failures



Bold explorers
GO OUT WHERE??????



Lots of new steel



I still won’t go out 
there……..



Why in the world?
Major interior demo req’d
for structural fix

The more that was opened 
the bigger the problem 
became

The more money I had to ask 
for



Agony again or 
just…… deja vu

2000 exterior work 
continues
2000 interior demo 
continues
July 2001 the problem is 
simply too big to ignore



Really bad 
July 15, 2001 the building 
is vacated due to severe 
interior structural 
damage
72 faculty and staff 
relocated in 23 days for 
$142K (don’t tell anyone)



What holds it up?



Floor and
Roof 
support



just a little?

It’s OK to sag



The magic truss?



A corner too far
2002 offers more 
discovery
Missing bearing walls
Missing columns
Missing structure

You get the point



1892 hip  roof 
And beam

1894 beam

1911 removed
Bearing wall
That supported both



The concrete  column below 
is mid point, not under the wood column



It’s really great
to surprise your
Consultant!



OK……..I give up, what is it?



The amazing….huh?
For what it’s worth… Aluminum windows 

above
Removed truss below
Removed truss below
Elevator structure with 
push me pull you
Tension/compression 
in wood



Pipe cut out at end plate
So the PUSH ME PULL 

YOU doesn’t quite work?



Nope, just as bad as we
Thought!



Time to rethink
2001-2002 major interior structural 
repairs mandated.  Removal of 
fourth floor attic proposed, 
however, structural engineers 
believe building will collapse if 
done at that time
Roof over center section removed 
and replaced
Fourth floor attic shored from 
below and remains for removal in 
phase ii (we hope)



Off with the roof



Original 1892 Hip 
Roof truss ready 
for removal



And think
New trusses required, major 
demolition of second and 
third floor mandated
All electrical systems off 
line
All hvac systems off line
Building is in limbo
Costs escalate to $2,000,000 



And life goes on
2005 general bond issue
Old north funded for 
$5,000,000 for phase I 
interiors
Bond funds held pending 
litigation

Planning to start January 
2006 



Architects role?
1970-1990 several major 
a/E firms prepared 
renovation documents
No one looked at the 
building as a whole
Only dealt with “their”
piece



Who’s responsible?

No one looked outside 
their box
Fees were too low
Assumed others knew
Budgets were too tight
Not my (their) job



The end of 
the beginning 

Special credit to UCO archives/collections



Questions or 
hilarious comments

Yes……same campus as all the 
GREAT columns
No………didn’t know what I was 
getting into
Yes, times have changed……..
NO, they don’t build them this 
way anymore


