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University of Rochester Expands 
Laser Laboratory on to Wetlands

?The Project:
? 81,000 SF addition to the Laser Laboratory for 

Energetics

?Costs:
? $20 million for construction
? $80 million for equipment by DOE

?Schedule:
? Funding approved by DOE January 2003
? Required completion December 2004
? Therefore construction start of July 2003 

has no room for delays in permit approvals

Save the Western Chorus Frogs

? Initial environmental audit showed no rare plant or animal species    

? Towns conservation board alerts the University that the Western

Chorus Frog – a restricted species inhabits the Laser Lab site in a

vernal pond

? University commits to relocating the frog pond

Solution: Build New Frog Ponds & Pray the Frogs Would Return

• Wetland areas  
? Non-jurisdictional federal/state
? Total area 1.6 acres
? After development 2.6 acres of wetland 

type area
• Frog pond habitat
? Selective tree removal - sunlight
? Depth 0-18”
? Deep areas (holes) 36”
? Restore with wetland soils 4” minimum
? Vertical separation between SWWF and 

frog habitat
? Habitat A = 16,000 SF 
? Habitat B = 4,500 SF 

• Storm water wetland facility (SWWF)
? 1.2 acres to handle water runoff and 

quality issues, first flush
? Wetland fringe 0-18”
? Open water 18” to 8 Ft



Scoop up four inches of “topsoil” from old vernal pond and 
transfer to new site          moving the microorganisms that 
make the pond attractive to the frogs.

Step 1

Create pond to a maximum depth of 18” including 4” of 
relocated “topsoil”. 

Step 2






