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Built in 1841, second Built in 1841, second 
home of First Baptist home of First Baptist 
Church.Church.
Architect, Thomas U Architect, Thomas U 
Walter.Walter.
Strong influence on Strong influence on 
ecclesiastical ecclesiastical 
architecture in architecture in 
Richmond. Richmond. 
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First Baptist Church Built 
1780. Rebuilt 1878.

First Baptist 
Church today

Hunton Hall 
1841
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Neat storyNeat story……

Hunton Hall Hunton Hall 
originally had a originally had a 
steeple with a steeple with a 
bellbell…….then came .then came 
the civil war.the civil war.



Reviving a ClassicReviving a Classic

The bell from Hunton Hall at the First Baptist Church
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VCU acquired in 1938.VCU acquired in 1938.
Student Center in Student Center in 
name only.name only.

Poor food service.Poor food service.
Little study space.Little study space.
Scant SGA space.Scant SGA space.
Balconies unsafe.Balconies unsafe.
One commemorative One commemorative 
painting.painting.
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Why Renovate?Why Renovate?
Growing enrollmentGrowing enrollment
Sense of PrideSense of Pride
Alumni interestAlumni interest
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Design BeginsDesign Begins
Met with state Historic Met with state Historic 
Resources staff.Resources staff.
Hosted a tour for 1Hosted a tour for 1stst

Baptist Church.Baptist Church.
Conducted a Student Conducted a Student 
Survey.Survey.
Got administrative input.Got administrative input.
Involved Alumni.Involved Alumni.
Evaluated sense of place.Evaluated sense of place.
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Sense of Place Sense of Place –– insideinside
Remnants of its first life as Remnants of its first life as 
a churcha church

Quality of lightQuality of light
Volume of sanctuaryVolume of sanctuary
Presence of the altarPresence of the altar

Muscular buildingMuscular building
Assertively plainAssertively plain
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Student InvolvementStudent Involvement
Student contest to Student contest to 
name the cafname the caféé
Student on Building Student on Building 
CommitteeCommittee
““Hunting Through Hunting Through 
HuntonHunton”” eventevent
Special grand opening Special grand opening 
just for studentsjust for students
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First floorFirst floor
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Second floorSecond floor
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Third floorThird floor
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Before and after

Before After
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Before After



Reviving a ClassicReviving a Classic
Telling the Story of VCUTelling the Story of VCU
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Windows into the past Windows into the past 
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