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- raise awareness 

 
- educate membership on sustainability 
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Densifying the campus core  Gerry 

District black water  Jan 
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Universities and energy  Paul L 

California Energy code  Karen 
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instilling life into the suburban campus 

the story for UBC  
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the story for UBC 
• challenge 

• social vision 
• social precinct 

• 5 hubs 

• lessons learned 
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instilling life into the suburban campus 

the story for many of us 

  

9 



what mattered to Thomas? 
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Separate education from industry 

Education important for preserving democracy 
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UBC - utopian trap 

12 



13 

Downtown Vancouver 

UBC 



single use utopian campus - 1980s 
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a shift 
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a shift 
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a shift 
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a shift 
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UBC planning principles 

 

support academic mission 

 

complete community 

 

synergies between systems 
(ecological, economic and community) 
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housing goals 

 

undergrad students 

house 25%  50%  

 

neighbourhoods 

rental 20%  30% 
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current housing 
2014 

10,145* 9,826 

Students Neighbourhoods 
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housing targets 
2021 

17,000* 

24,000 

Students Neighbourhoods 



social  
arrival  

precinct 
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arrival/social precinct 

A welcoming, academic gateway  

 

A vibrant academic & social hub 

 

UBC’s complete community as a 
mixed-use core  
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5  
commons 
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Hub planning objectives 

• create  
– life in campus core 24/7/12 

– social interaction  

– sense of belonging 

• contribute to  
– housing 50% students 

– network of open spaces  

• carbon reduction targets  
– on-campus housing 

– a compact campus  

– high energy performance  

• achievable budget and debt 

 

26 



Ponderosa  
Commons 
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design goals 

• Sense of place 

• Campus vitality 

• Environmental sustainability 
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design goals 

• Sense of place 

• Campus vitality 

• Environmental sustainability 
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design goals 

Sense of place 

 campus legibility 

   campus character 
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Transitioning character districts 
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design goals 

• Sense of place 

• Campus vitality 

• Environmental sustainability 
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Phase 1 West 
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Vertical Uses 
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Restaurant Informal Study 

Geofluvial Labs 

Fitness Centre End of trip bike  
facilities Collegium 

Student residence  
lounge 

Bike Storage 

Student Residences 
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Phase 1 - East 
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University Blvd  
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Student Residences 

Faculty of Education 

Housing Offices 

Daycare 
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University Blvd  
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University Blvd  
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design goals 

• Sense of place 

• Campus vitality 

• Environmental sustainability 
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construction budget 

Phase 1  -  $207/sq.ft. 

Phase 2  -  $186/sq.ft. 
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Orchard  
Commons 

101 
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Brock  
Commons 
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hub planning objectives 

• create  
– life in campus core 24/7/12 

– social interaction  

– sense of belonging 

• contribute to  
– housing 50% students 

– network of open spaces  

• carbon reduction targets  
– on-campus housing 

– a compact campus  

– high energy performance  

• achievable budget and debt 
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lesson 1 
• doubting Thomas’s 

• it is all about opportunity 

• performance based vision 
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lesson 2 
• planning is about alignment 

• in-house planning 
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lesson 3 
• infill - hard work, but it 
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lesson 4 
• horizontal mixed-use  

• integrated design 
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Comments and question?  
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